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Revelation Chapters 19-22 

Chapter 19: Victory of the Heaven 

 I - The Joy of Heaven in the Victory of Humanity Through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The heavenly and the earthly creatures unite in chanting “Alleluia”,  glorifying and giving thanks to the 
Lord Jesus Christ who removed evil.  This is the praise our Church uses in most of our prayers.

“I heard a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Alleluia!
Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to the Lord our God.” (Rev. 19:1)

The reason for cheering is the heavenly wedding: The bride of the Lamb, the Church, is ready as a 
congregation of the believers; from the early prophets and patriarchs, the holy apostolic patriarchs, the 
martyrs, and the great saints, all who satisfied the Lord with their righteous deeds who will be crowned 
in this heavenly wedding forever.  

“And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright,
for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints… 

Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” (Rev. 19:8-9).

The Book of Revelation is the Church's journey from earth to Heaven.  In chapters 1-18, we 
see the striving church, struggling in a world full of tribulation and suffering, as the Lord 
Jesus Christ said:  

“In the world you will have tribulation;
 but be of good cheer,  

I have overcome the world. ” (John 16:33)

Then we move our focus to the victorious church in chapters 19-22. We move to the world of 
holiness and eternal joy with the Lord of Glory, our Beloved Redeemer; and the congregation 
of the victorious saints.   
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II - The Victorious Christ 

• He is the Divine justice. “A white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness He judges and makes war.” (Rev. 19:11)

• He is the crucified Christ. “He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood” (Rev. 19:13)

• He is God the Logos. “His name is called the Word of God” (Rev. 19:13)

• He will come with His angels who obey Him and who do nothing against His will. “And the
armies in heaven followed Him.” (Rev. 19:14)

• His words are like a sharp-edged sword. “Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it
He should strike the nations.” (Rev. 19:15)

• “And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF
LORDS.” (Rev. 19:16) His “thigh” refers to his humanity which is united with His divinity.

III - The Beast is Captured 

• “Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his
presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who
worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with
brimstone.” (Rev. 19: 20)

• The last judgment on the beast, and the false prophet.

• The nations eat the flesh of the strong, (the destruction of the proud and great), and this is the
picture of the destruction of the evil kingdom.



6

Chapter 20: Satan Bound for a Thousand Years 

 I - Satan bound 
"Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless pit and a great 
chain in his hand. He laid hold of the dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal 
on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more till the thousand years were finished. But after 
these things he must be released for a little while. ” (Rev. 20:1-3)

• The descent of the angel is an order issued to him by the Lord Himself,
who has “the keys of Hades and of Death.” (Rev. 1:18). The chain is a
metaphorical word meaning to restrict Satan's freedom to resist the
Kingdom of God.

• After His death on the cross, the Lord Jesus Christ descended to hades
and bound Satan so that he would no longer have authority over God’s
children.

• The reign of the thousand years began on the cross: “The Lord
reigns” (Psalm 96:10). Then those on whom the second death has no
power “shall reign with Him a thousand years.” (Rev. 20:6).

II - The First Resurrection 

• Those who rose with Christ will live the first resurrection, "buried with Him in baptism, in which
you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from
the dead." (Colossians 2:12)

• The Lord came to the world to establish a spiritual kingdom; and those who were baptised to Christ
are the ones who died and rose with Christ in the first resurrection, and Satan no longer has authority
over them
“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death

has no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ. ” (Rev. 20:6)

"Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison and will go

out to deceive the nations." (Rev. 20:7-8)

• Here, Satan makes a spiritual war in which the Antichrist and his supporters (Gog and
Magog), a symbol of the use of cruelty, violence, bloodshed and destruction, kill the saints and the
church; but the Lord strengthens the believers by the resurrection of the two witnesses, after their
death, and ascend to heaven.

• The final ruling: “The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone
where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever.” (Revelations 20:10)
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 III - Judgment Day 

• A great white throne appears, and the one seated on it is Christ, from whose face the earth and
the heaven have fled.  This is a metaphor for His greatness and magnificence. The white horse is a
symbol of peace and purity.

• He came to take away the sufferings and tribulations, and to grant His servants their reward.

• "And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were
opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged
according to their works, by the things which were written in the books." (Rev. 20:12)

• The sea delivers those who are in it.  The sea symbolises the troubled world. The dead and those in
the abyss will be delivered to God to be judged.

• The Book of Life is opened. Those who do not have their name written in the Book of Life were
thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death whereas the first death was the death of sin,
and the resurrection of it is the first resurrection. Those who have shared in the first resurrection by
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ will not be under the authority of the second death, as they enjoy
joyous eternal life.
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Chapter 21: The Holy City (The Heavenly Jerusalem) 

 I - A New Heaven and a New Earth 

• With the coming of the Day of the Lord, there will be one church, in which there is communion of
God with the faithful, and with the heavenly, and the saints and martyrs will be around the Lord Jesus
Christ.

• “Also there was no more sea.” (Rev. 21:1) This is because the ‘sea’ symbolises turmoil and division,
but in eternity, there is peace and tranquility.  There is no disease, sadness, or anxiety.

• The Heavenly Jerusalem is a bride prepared for her bridegroom: Because the kingdom of the Heaven

is a heavenly wedding that brings the bridegroom, which is Christ, and his bride is the church

represented by her children throughout the ages from the prophets, apostles, saints, and martyrs.

Christ acquired the church with His generous blood that was shed on the cross.

"For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to

Christ.” (2 Corinthians 2:11)

• Heavenly Jerusalem is the eternal abode of the victorious faithful in the presence of God.

“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow,

nor
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.

” (Rev. 4:21) “He will swallow up death forever, And the Lord God will wipe away tears from all

faces” (Isaiah 25:8).

• These matters are indeed true and faithful and will happen in their exact time. For He who said it is
the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, and the Creator of all creation. “Write, for
these words are true and faithful.” (Rev. 21:5)

• Whoever thirsts for the spiritual matters and the life with God, will receive eternal spiritual gifts
from God. But spiritual struggle must take place first, and whoever prevails will inherit the heavenly
glories. “ I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him
who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My
son.” (Revelations 21:6-7)
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II - A Holy Church 

• Celestial and heavenly.
• Coming from God and holy.
• It has the glory of God, like the most precious stone. Christ gives her

glory.

 III - A Catholic (Universal) and Apostolic Church 

• It has a great and high wall: God is the fortress and sanctuary of the Church.

• It has 12 gates, and on the gates 12 angels, with written names which are the names of the 12 tribes
of the children of Israel.

• These are the names of the men in the Old Testament; and the gates refer to the opening of the gate
of faith for all nations, from all the earth.

• “The city is laid out as a square” referring to the four gospels which raise believers toward
Heaven, where the saints rejoice.

• “one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, of an angel.”
refers to the universal church 12 x 12, the Old Testament Church, and the New Testament Church.

• The wall: walled with God’s preservation and care.

• The foundations: precious stones which refer to the disciples of Christ, as it is an Apostolic Church,
and the precious stones indicate the divine virtues.

• The 12 gates were 12 pearls. The Lord Jesus is the "one pearl of great
price." (Matthew 13:46)

• The unique door is Jesus. “I am the door.” (John 10:9)

• The street of the city is pure gold: It refers to the congregation of saints.

• There is no temple, “for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple.” (Rev. 21:22)

• The city had no need of light, “for the glory of God illuminated it.” (Rev. 21:23)

• The city is holy: no one may enter it except those redeemed by the Blood of Christ.  "There shall by
no means enter it anything that defiles, of causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who
are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life .” (Rev. 21:27)
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Chapter 22: The Tree of Life 
I - The River of Life: 
• The river is the Lord Jesus Christ who quenches every soul.
• The Holy Spirit. “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as

the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” But this He spoke
concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive. (John 7:37-39)

• The abundant grace of God.
• Eternal peace.

 II - The Tree of Life: 

• By the cross, Christ conquered death, and He opened the door of Paradise for us and gave us His
Body and Blood.

• The fruitful tree: the congregation of believers.
• Spiritual virtues: the fruit of faith in Christ.
• The fruits of the tree refer to the children of the Kingdom.

III - The Throne of God 

• “There shall be no more curse” (Rev. 22:3) As there will be no more sin.
• “The throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it” (Rev. 22:3)  Where He

resides in the glory of His divinity. The ‘Lamb’ refers to the image which
through Christ manifested Himself in the fullness of time on our earth.

• “His servants serve Him” (Rev. 22:3)  The service of praise and glorification.
• Eternal Light: an everlasting existence in the presence of God (the Sun of

Righteousness).
 IV - The End of the Revelation 

• “Behold, I am coming quickly!” (Rev. 22:7) An invitation for watchfulness and readiness for the
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

• “Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book” (Rev. 22:7) He who prepares
for the second coming, and keeps the sayings and commandments of God.

• “The time is at hand” (Rev. 22:10) There is no time for slacking and carelessness, but rather time
for preparedness, spiritual wakefulness, and alertness.

• “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according
to his work.” (Rev. 22:12)

• “I am Jesus” - the root and offspring of David. He is the Creator of David, and his son in the flesh.
The bright Morning Star which has no darkness at all.

Conclusion: 
“And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. 

Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.” (Revelations 22:17)

• Communion with God within the Church.
• Communion with God and hearing His voice.
• Thirst for God, so that we may approach Him with prayer and by living His commandments.

"He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen." (Revelations 22:20-21) 
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Who is the Holy Spirit? 

The Holy Spirit is “the Holy Spirit of God.” (Ephesians 4:30)

Yet, the Holy Spirit IS God, because “God is spirit”: “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24).

In Acts 5, St. Peter teaches us that lying to the Holy Spirit means lying to God. And as long as He is “the Spirit 
of God” (2 Cor. 3: 3), thereby He IS God, the Comforter, who came upon the disciples on the day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4), and He is the one that God promised in the book of Joel the prophet saying: “And it 
shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions.”(John 2:28).
And St. Peter mentioned that this prophecy was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:16,17). 

In reprimanding what Ananias and Sapphira did, Saint Peter said: “How is it that you have agreed together 
to test the Spirit of the Lord?” (Acts 5:9), which is “the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the 
Father” (John 15:26). The Holy Spirit proceeds only from the Father, and the verse is clear. 

We believe in one God with three hypostases (i.e. Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit).. As we recite in the 
Creed: "Truly we believe in one God, God the Father the Pantocrator ... We believe in one Lord, Jesus 
Christ... We believe in the Holy Spirit, who proceeds from the Father." The hypostasis of the Holy Spirit 
is the third person in the Holy Trinity, and He proceeds from the Father. 
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The Symbols of the Holy Spirit in the Holy Bible 

1. Dove: mentioned in the story of the Lord’s baptism, “He saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting upon Him.” (Matthew 3:16) Therefore, the Church, or the human soul when
filled with the Holy Spirit, is likened to a dove (Song of Solomon 5:2).

2. Water: Water symbolises the Spirit since it is the source of life. In this, king David says of the
righteous man that “He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,” (Psalm 1)

- Our Lord says about Himself “They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living
waters” (Jeremiah 13: 2)

- “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of
living water.” But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him
would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified.” (John 7:38,39)

- This living water was mentioned by Christ in His conversation with the Samaritan woman
(John 4:10,14).

- The symbol of water to the Holy Spirit appears clearly in Baptism, where we are born from
water and the Spirit.

3. Oil: As we see in the Sacrament of the Unction of the Sick, or the Holy Myron.
- Anointing with oil was used in the Old Testament for sanctification of utensils used in the

house of God.
- Samuel the prophet anointed Saul and David as kings by it. Through this holy anointing, the

Lord's Spirit comes upon the anointed one, with a gift from the Holy Spirit, which is the gift of
prophecy.

4. Fire: This appeared on the day of the “Pentecost” when the Holy Spirit came upon
the disciples as “divided tongues, as of fire, And they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”
(Acts 2:3,4)

- The Bible also says: “our God is a consuming fire.” (Hebrews 12: 29)

5. Wind: The Greek word   “                    ” (pronounced ‘Epnevma’) means ‘wind’ or ‘soul’.
“The wind blows where it wishes, ” (John 3:8). And we see the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day
of Pentecost: “And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and
it filled the whole house.” (Acts 2:2)

- Our Lord Jesus Christ granted the Holy Spirit to the disciples in the authority of the
priesthood when He breathed on them saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:22) This
breath was like wind. This is what the Bishop does during the ordination of the priest. The
bishop breathes in his mouth saying: “Accept the Holy Spirit". The priest responds, "I opened
my mouth and panted." (Psalm 119:131)
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The Holy Spirit and the Bible 

1- The Holy Spirit is the Guardian of Church Teaching
- The Holy Spirit guards the Holy Bible. He preserved it from all mistakes when written by

His inspiration. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” (2 Timothy 3:16)

- The Holy Spirit works in the congregation of believers to guard the sound teaching and to guard the
Gospel. This, however, happens in the group of saints and not the group of heretics and violators
of sound teaching.

“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord:
I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts;  

and I will be their God, and they shall be My people." (Jeremiah 31: 31-33). 

2- The Holy Spirit Chooses Servants

• The beginning of the Church: Christ chose the apostles and sent them to preach and serve. However,
He did not allow them to start preaching until after the Holy Spirit came upon them. For it was the
Holy Spirit who gave them power.

“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until

you are endued with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49)

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 

and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

• The Holy Spirit is the one who moves the servants:
- In the story of the Eunuch’s baptism, he who was reading the prophecy of Isaiah in his chariot:

“Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.” (Acts 8:29)

- In the story of Cornelius’s baptism, when his men arrived to Peter, “the Spirit said to him,
“Behold, three men are seeking you. Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting
nothing; for I have sent them.” (Acts 10:19,20)

- In the service of St. Paul and St. Silas "they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the
word in Asia. After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit
did not permit them.." (Acts 16:6,7) Finally, He invited them to preach in Macedonia.

- In St. John’s vision, he says, “And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain,
and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem” (Revelations 21:10)

- St. Paul the Apostle says, "And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the
things that will happen to me there.” (Acts 20:22)
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• The Spirit is the One who speaks by the mouths of servants and gives the word
- “for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.” (Matt.

10:20).

- St. Peter the Apostle said, “for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of
God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:21).

- On the Day of Pentecost the disciples “began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:4)  For this reason, we say in the Orthodox Creed about the
Holy Spirit, “who spoke by the prophets.”

- St. Paul the Apostle said, “that we might know the things that have been freely given to
us by God. These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but
which the Holy Spirit teaches” (1 Corinthians 2:12,13)

3- The Holy Spirit is the Source of Inspiration

In the old days, the law was written on stone tablets by the finger of God. But God promised that it would
be written on our hearts. The Bible is written on our hearts. 

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” (John 14:26)

We see this promise fulfilled when the disciples began writing the Gospels. They remembered the words 
of Jesus even after many years have passed. The Holy Spirit inspired and reminded them. 

4- The Word of God is Spirit and Life

The Holy Bible is the word of God. Our Lord said, “The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they
are life.” (John 6: 63) It is nourishment for our spirit that it would have life.

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God.’”  (Matthew 4:4) 

Our spirits are nourished by the word of God which is in His Holy Book. 
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St. James the apostle explains the divine wisdom in the verse “But the wisdom that is from above is first
pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and

without hypocrisy.” (James 3:17)

Characteristics of God’s Wisdom

1. Pure: free of all sin, unlike the human wisdom that is stained with weakness, greed, and personal desires.

2. Peaceable: full of meekness, calmness and peace; while relying on human thought
means arrogance and pride and leads to anger and disagreements.

3. Gentle: patient and aims to win souls of others.

4. Willing to yield: accepting of self-correction and open to listen to different opinions. It
lets one yield to the truth, which is from God.

5. Full of mercy: caring, sensitive, and not arrogant; has empathy for others and respects their feelings. It is
kind to others in their wrongdoing in order to bring them to Christ.

6. Good fruits: has the fruit of the Holy Spirit “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” (Galatians 5:2,23)

7. Without partiality or hypocrisy: free of skepticism; trusts in God’s will and able to discern it.
- “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of

wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being
enlightened” (Ephesians 1:17-18)

- “Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:17)

- “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all
discernment, that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and
without offense till the day of Christ” (Philippians 1:9,10)
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Dangers of Human Wisdom 
Human wisdom is stained by sin and leads to jealousy, partiality, and everything bad; that is because it is 
earthly, stemming from emotions and instincts, and led by the devil. Therefore, man should be aware of it. 
“There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.” (Proverbs 16:25) so “Do not 
be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart from evil.” (Proverbs 3:7) because you are limited in 
intellect, abilities, and knowledge. 

It is better to admit this and ask God for His will to be done in your life for He is a loving father who is all-
powerful and all-knowledgeable. 

Sanctifying the thoughts 
Christians, especially youth, are sometimes faced with a struggle. We have earthly thoughts that need to 
be controlled and made to submit to the mind of Christ.  We also strive to have the mind of Christ For, 
“Who has known the mind of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 2:16)

The Role of the Mind in Life 

1- The beginning of action: anyone won’t take an action or do something unless they think about it
first. The mind is then the beginning of actions and habits.

2- Plans life: a person will think and plan for short term and long-term goals in their life. One can
decide to walk with God or live away from Him.

3- Expresses what’s in the heart: expresses one’s feelings. A heart filled
with God’s love will lead the mind to good thoughts.

Types of thoughts 

• Negative thoughts: lust, judging, discrimination, selfishness, envy, jealousy, etc. Let us pray to the
Lord to give us the mind of Christ.

- Purity instead of lust
- Self-conviction instead of judging others
- Spirit of sharing instead of discrimination and selfishness
- Spirit of love to others instead of jealousy and envy

• Positive thoughts:
- Repentance - not a feeling but an action; like the Prodigal son who arose and went to his father.
- Holiness - “Be holy, for I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:16)

- “For this is the will of God, your sanctification.” (1 Thessalonians 4:3)
- Giving - “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35)
- Eternal life - remember the life to come in order to lead a spiritual life

Therefore, always examine yourself and your thoughts and strive to have the mind of Christ. 
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Introduction 
Atheism is the rejection of God or the belief that He does not exist. Atheists consider that the belief in 
God is a myth or legend invented by man. The word "atheism" literally means "no God". (Theos is 
the Greek word for God and the "a" before 'theism' means "no"). Recent surveys of what religion 
people belong to, have shown that there are hundreds of millions of people in the world who identify 
as atheists, making atheism one of the fastest 
growing "belief systems" in the modern world. 

Brief History 
The attempt to deny the truth of God's existence is not a modern phenomenon, but has existed 
throughout time. For example, King David who lived almost a thousand years before Christ, mentions 
atheists in one of his psalms: "The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." (Psalm 14:1). Atheism in 
modern times started to gain prominence with the beginning of the European Renaissance (14th to 17th 
centuries). By the 18th century, atheism was gaining popularity, and by the end of the 18th century, 
many philosophers in England, France, and Germany were openly opposing all religious figures and asking 
for laws to be established to protect a person's right to be atheist. 

In the 19th century, there were many great scientific achievements. Yet science was still unable to explain 
many important truths, for example, what is the origin of man and the universe. Scientists began to 
develop theories to explain origin of the man and the universe that were not based on the Bible. For example 
Darwin developed his Theory of Evolution to explain the origin of creation. Darwin and those who 
followed his school of thought spent a great deal of effort to prove that science and religion are not 
compatible, and that religion is holding back scientific development. By the 20th century, many 
outspoken atheists gained popularity and fame, including scientists and politicians. There were 
movements and organisations set up to spread the belief in atheism, which has led to many people to 
doubt God's existence. 

However, the claim that belief in God is an obstacle to scientific progress is not the real reason for 
people being atheist. People choose to be atheist becuase they want to follow their own sinful an 
immoral behaviour, and they believe that God is restricting their freedom to do as they wish. So atheism is a 
convenient way for man to blot out from his conscience the voice of God which calls man to repentance. But 
anyone who believes that they can find peace and joy away from God is deceived. God is the only source 
of peace and joy. St. Augustine said, 
"You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in You." 

"You have made us for 
yourself, O Lord, and 
our heart is restless 
until it rests in you 
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Arguments used by atheists for rejecting God's existence 

Atheists claim that God does not exist, relying on certain arguments and questions that are 
unanswered in their minds which make them question the existence of God, for example: 

1. Intellectual arguments
a. Atheists claim that because God cannot be seen, then it is not possible to believe in him. They forget

the fact that there are many things which we do not see, like the air we believe, yet we do not question
their existence.

b. Another argument atheists use to reject God is the question
of pain and suffering. "How can a loving God allow pain and suffering?"
It is impossible however for man, whose mind is limited, to fully comprehend
his Creator, just as a robot cannot fully comprehend its builder, or a
computer program cannot fully explain its programmer. A god that can
be fully comprehended is not God. We learn about God through His
revelation to us not through our advanced intelligence!

2. Scientific arguments
a. Many scientists go out of their way to develop scientific theories to explain the creation of the

universe without a creator, and argue that Christianity conflicts with science. They
forget that such scientific theories are unproven and contain flaws.
Christianity does not contradict science. In fact the Holy Bible is not a science book; it is the word of
God, which gives us the message of salvation and reveals our position towards God. Therefore it is
wrong to put the Holy Bible on trial against scientific theories which to this day have not been proven!

3. Christians are flawed
a. Atheists often point out the weaknesses of believers and religious leaders in an effort to

disregard their validity and authority; they forget that a true Christian never claims to be perfect in
holiness, but confesses his weakness and constantly aims towards perfection according to God's
commandments. St. John Chrysostom said: "The church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for
saints".

4. Other misconceptions about God
a. Atheists often present a false image of God as one who restricts the freedom of man, and is against

human creativity and independent reasoning; they forget that God is the one who gave man free
will and a mind which can reason and plan and create. Man has the free will to either obey His
commandments, or to reject them and thus bear the consequences of rejecting them.
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The existence of God is revealed to us in many ways. 

1. God is revealed through His creation

Clement of Rome said, "God is manifest even by the operations of the world which He has made, using 

the evidence of His creation" 

The sheer complexity and the marvellous order in the universe and creation shows us wihout doubt 
that there must a be a designer and creator who brought it about. It is impossible to have come about by 
chance. 

"For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead" (Romans 1:20) 

King David also mentioned the same message. He wrote about how the heavens and the stars declare 
God's glory. 

"The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork. Day unto day 
utters speech, And night unto night reveals knowledge." (Psalm 19:lN 2) 

When God appeared to Job, speaking to him from a whirlwind (Book of Job Chapter 38), he declared to 
him how His power and eternity are clearly seen in His work of creation : The formation of the world 
(Job 38:4-6) and the heavens (v. 7), the separation of land and sea (v. 8-11), the separation of day 
and night (v.12), the sea depths (v.16), the cycle of life and death (v.17), the origin of light (v. 19) and 
the winds (v. 24) , the water cycle (v. 25-30), animals nurturing their young (39-41). 

"By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which 
are seen were not made of things which are visible." (Hebrews 11:3) 
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2. God is revealed through His word - the Holy Bible

As mentioned earlier, our knowledge of God c o m e s  f r o m  His revelation to us. Since the
beginning of time, God h a s  revealed Himself. He has not ceased communicating with t h e  most
sophisticated o f  H i s  creation: mankind. He has communicated with mankind both in direct and
indirect ways.

He spoke directly with Adam and Eve. Cain heard His voice clearly and answered Him. Godly men spoke
with God, like Enoch, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Moses.

God also speaks to man through his word, the Holy Bible, which is inspired by the Holy Spirit.

"Prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit." {2 Peter 1:21)

Through the Holy Bible, God reveals to us about Himself, His commandments, His will, His works, and
the things that please Him.

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work." {2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Although the books of the were written by 40 writers who were just ordinary people, over a period of
1500 years, we find an amazing unity, and a perfectly orchestrated story woven throughout the books,
even though there was no way of collaboration between the writers. And there is also a remarkable
unity between the Old and New Testaments; as St. Augustine put it, "The New Testament is in the Old
Testament concealed, and the Old Testament is in the New Testament revealed." The Holy Bible tells us
the story of God's love for us, and His marvelous plan for our salvation, amazingly preserved through
thousands of years, making us realise how miraculously the Holy Bible has been safeguarded.

THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES 

ARt OUR 

ltTTtRj 
F�OM WOMc. 
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3. God is revealed through the incarnation of Christ

"God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets,

has in these last days spoken to us by His Son" (Hebrews 1:1-2)

Although God revealed Himself to mankind, speaking either directly or indirectly through His prophets,

the ultimate revelation was through the incarnation of the Logos, our Lord Jesus Christ! During His life on

earth, the Lord Jesus Christ revealed to us the person and character of God in Christ Himself. People saw the

Lord Jesus Christ walking, talking, teaching, healing the sick, and raising the dead they saw and experienced

God Himself, becuase Jesus Christ is God in the flesh. He was loved and followed

many whose hearts were touched and lives changed. St. John proclaimed this truth in his first epistle :"That

which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we

have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life" (1 John 1:1)

Therefore, by looking to our Lord Jesus Christ and learning from His life on earth, we know more about God,

for Jesus Christ is God in human flesh.

4. God is revealed through our conscience

An interesting event took place in the book of Acts, Chapter 17; when St. Paul went to Athens and

wanted to preach the One true God to the Athenians, He stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said,

"Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things you are very religious; for as I was passing through and

considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO

THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to

you" (Acts 17:22-23)

God created man on his image, so it is in his in nature to long for his Creator who loves man and cares for him,

and who holds the whole world in His hand. St. Paul explained this truth extensively in his epistle to the

Romans, "because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to

them" (Romans 1:19)

However, while all humans were born with an innate knowledge of God's existence, some choose to proclaim

it, while others choose to "suppress the truth in unrighteousness" (Romans 1:18).

We see an example of man's longing for God in the story of St. Moses the Strong. He was a pagan who
worshipped the sun, and lived a sinful life. Deep down he felt dissatisfied and empty, and yearned to know His
creator. One day he lifted up his eyes toward the sun, and said, "O sun! If you are God, let me know you"
and "you, 0 God, whom I do not know, let me know you." And he heard a voice saying to him,
"The monks of Wadi El Natroun know the true God. Go to them and they will tell you about Him. "That
was the turning point in his life, from which he lived a life of repentance and was transformed into a saint.
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THE GOSPEL OF THE THIRD 
SERVICE OF THE MIDNIGHT 

PRAYER (AGPIA)

THE GOSPEL
(Luke 12:32-46)

A chapter from the Holy Gospel 
according to St. Luke

may his blessings be with us all. Amen.

“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.” Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags 
which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief 
approaches nor moth destroys. “For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also. “Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; “and you yourselves be 
like men who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that 
when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately. “Blessed are 
those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I 
say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come 
and serve them. “And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third 
watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. “But know this, that if the 
master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have 
watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. “There-fore you also be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” Then Peter said 
to Him, “Lord, do You speak this parable only to us, or to all people?” And the Lord 
said, “Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his master will make ruler 
over his household, to give them their portion of food in due season? “Blessed is 
that serv-ant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. “Truly, I say to 
you that he will make him ruler over all that he has. “But if that servant says in his 
heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’ and begins to beat the menservants and 
maidservants, and to eat and drink and be drunk, “the master of that servant will 
come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is not 
aware; and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.

Glory be to God forever. Amen.
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COPTIC & HYMNS 

Youth
1. COPTIC

The Coptic Alphabet 
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Construct A Coptic Sentence 
Verbal Coptic Sentences in Past Perfect Tense 

Table 1 Table 2 Table 3 Table 4 

The Subject The Verb The Object 

Marker 
The Object 

The Subject – Table 1 

Mari`a Mary Mixa3l Michael 

Abraam Abraham Icaak Isaac 

Dani3l Daniel Mw`vc3c Moses 

Iwann3c John David David 

Demian3 Demiana Camov3l Samuel 

Paiwt My Father Tamav My Mother 

Pacon My Brother Tacwni My Sister 

Nen`cn3ov Our Brothers Ne4̀2f3r His Friends 

Piconi The Robber `Fnov5 God 

The Past Perfect Tense - Verbal Prefixes 

1st Person 2nd Person 3rd Person 

Single (M) ai  (I did) ak , (m) (You did) a4  (He did) 

Single (F) ai  (I did) are  ((f) (You did)  ac      (She did) 

Plural an  (We did) areten (p) (You did) av  (They did) 

(m) = Masculine , (f)= Feminine , (p)=Plural
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Verbs “Infinitives” – Table 3 

Aksi You took A4cwtem He heard 

Acmici She Gave Birth Ai5wmc I Baptized 

Avhi2ennov4i They Preached Annav We Saw 

A40amìo He Made A4`wli He Lifted up 

`Aretenovwm You Ate `Are4ai You Carried 

   Object Markers – Table 4 

`n Akcw5  `̀nAdam     You have saved Adam 

`̀m 
Used instead of  ̀n  before:  m  p  b  0  y  f 

A40ami``o  ̀`mpirwmi           He made man 

`̀e 
The verbs of perception commonly take  è``e  

Ainav  ̀̀ePipnevma  e0ovab   

 I saw the Holy Spirit

The Object – Table 5 

Pigwm The Book Ierovcal3m Jerusalem 

Ten`cm3 Our Voice Pikemkem The Timbrel 

Pacwt3r My Savior Pencwt3r Our Savior 

Nie0noc The Nations Pe4ciov His Star 

Pinovb The Gold Nekgig Your Hands 

Piwik The Bread Tecmav Her Mother 

Ni`prof3t3c The Prophets Pirwmi The Man 

Pigemfeh The Apple Pimwov The Water 
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Verbal Coptic Sentences in Past Perfect Tense 

EXAMPLES 

Table 1 Table 2 Table 3 Table 4 Table 5 

The Subject Verbal Prefix Infinitive Object 

Marker 

The Object 

Camov3l A4 cwtem è Teǹcm3 

Camov3l   a4cwtem   `eten`cm3          Samuel heard our voice 

Pacon A4 ovwm m̀ Pigemfeh 

Pacon   a4ovwm  ̀mpigemfeh    My brother ate the apple 

`Fnov5 A4 0ami`o m̀ Pirwmi 

`Fnov5   a40ami`o   ̀mpirwmi  God made man (Human Being) 

Mariam ac si m̀ pikemkem 

Mariam   acsi   ̀mpikemkem         Mariam took the timbrel 
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Youth

2. HOLY PSALMODY

1. Arise O children of the Light: “Ten03nov”,  The

beginning of Midnight Praise, all verses, Coptic /English.

(The Hymn of Ten-Thino is not required).

2. The First Doxology of The Great Lent “Neknai  ̀w

Pau”, “Your Mercies O my Lord”. All verses. Liturgy

book Page  516. Coptic /English.

3. The Hymn of “̀Cmov ̀èPsoic”, “Bless the Lord”, the last

two verses of  3rd hoas.

3.HYMNS

1. The Hymn of, “Pi`pnevma”. The Spirit of Comfort.  all

verses are required. Liturgy book Page  563.

2. The hymn of   “̀Ari`precbevin”, “Ari-Epresveveen”

“Intercede on our behalf”. (Hymns of Veneration).

Liturgy book Page  588.
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